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�ƒ A. Candela reported that community feedback for policy D.4.3 Student Code of Conduct (Non-
Educational Matters) closed on January 9, and the policy will be presented to Education Council at a 
later date. The committee’s Terms of Reference were revised to give SUVCC the discretion to appoint 
student representatives. 

c) Appeals Oversight Committee 

�ƒ L. Griffith reported that Clayton Munro, Dean Indigenous Initiatives, and M. Schram, Assistant 
Registrar, joined the committee. Tribunal Training Day will take place on February 21, and an 
announcement will be sent to Department Heads, CUPE, and SUVCC. This event will prepare faculty, 
students, staff, and administrators to sit on tribunal panels.  

d) Education Quality Committee 

�ƒ T. Rowlatt reported that the callout for CD Fund proposals was sent out last week, with a deadline of 
February 21. The CTLR will run sessions to support curriculum writers. Committee and D. Wells agreed 
to continue the automatic $5,000 funding for programs scheduled for renewal. T. Rowlatt and J. Latter 
will discuss the new program review forms at the next Leaders’ Forum. 

8. RESEARCH REPORT 

�ƒ E. Ting reported 
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�ƒ The discussion centered on the fundamental question of partnering with a private, for-profit 
institution.  

�ƒ Education Council members raised several questions, which were addressed by S. Lew, D. Wells, and 
D. McMullen: 

o Accommodations at VFS: With students’ agreement, details of accommodations will be 
shared with VFS without disclosing the nature of the disability. VFS has the same Duty to 
Accommodate as a public institution. 

o Comparison with other VCC public/private partnerships: This is VCC’s first partnership with a 
private institution (except for Native Education College NEC). VFS has agreements with other 
public institutions, including University of the Fraser Valley and Capilano University. The 
Ministry is generally encouraging of private/public partnerships. 

o Access: Proximity between VCC and VFS campuses will ease students’ access to support 
services. The pre-requisite courses at VCC complement the VFS offering and enable more 
students to enter the VR/AR field. Care was taken to ensure the program is student-loan 
eligible to make it financially accessible. 

o Concerns within the Science department: The department held a meeting to discuss 
concerns, including the philosophical question of partnering with a private institution, 
maintaining VCC’s reputation and quality of education in a partnership, and cost of tuition. 
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o Higher tuition for VCC courses compared to other UT courses: The current forecast is based 
on smaller classes at the outset, and tuition still needs to go through Finance and Audit 
Committee (FAC). 

o Health Benefits/UPass: These are administered by SUVCC, consistent with other programs. 

o Oversight Committee: This committee will most likely consist of administrators and faculty of 
both institutions, and possibly industry partners. Similar committees are already in place 
with SFU and Douglas College. 

o Complaints Process at VFS: Processes are in place as required by the Private Training Act. 
Additional requirements apply to accredited (as opposed to certified) institutions such as 
VFS. 

o 
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6. BUSINESS ARISING 

a) Concept Paper: VCC TESOL Certificate – Level 1 

�ƒ F. Barillaro and 
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MOTION: THAT Education Council approve, in the form presented at this meeting, 
revisions to the Professional Cook 1 Certificate (EAL Cohort) program and 
five courses. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ Y. Sukic and D. Innes presented the proposal, which includes a restructured EAL portion with an 
increased number of credits (from 8 to 18). In order to avoid a significant tuition increase for 
students, Ministry funding is being sought. The proposal went through Curriculum Committee in 
May 2019 and is being presented to Education Council at this point







https://employee.vcc.ca/departments/administration/finance/reports/
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iii) Course Deactivations: Graphic Design Diploma 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve the deactivation of nine courses, effective 
December 2021: VCDP 1141 Client Designer Management, VCDP 1252 
Image and Video, VCDP 1282 Wordpress Foundation, VCDP 2310 Advanced 
Image & Photography, VCDP 2311 Studio Business Practices, VCDP 2321 
Studio 1 with Advanced Type, VCDP 2451 Studio 2 with Web Production, 
VCDP 2461 Studio 3 with Web Content, and VCDP 2471 Studio 3 with Print. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 
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11. NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT 

�ƒ The next Education Council meeting will be held on April 14, 2020, 3:30-5:30 p.m., in room 240 at the 
Downtown campus. 

MOTION: THAT Education Council adjourn the March 10, 2020 meeting. 

Moved by E. Ting, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ The meeting was adjourned at 5:38 p.m. 

 
APPROVED AT THE APRIL 14, 2020 EDUCATION COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 
Elle Ting 
Chair, VCC Education Council 
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e) Pass/Fail Grading 

�ƒ E. Ting and N. Mandryk opened the discussion on pass/fail grading, which has been introduced by 
several Canadian universities. These institutions mostly allow students to choose between a grade and 
pass/fail.  

�ƒ Responding to E. Ting, D. Wells clarified that pass/fail grading has not been discussed at VCC’s 
Emergency Operations Centre. D. McMullen added that there is some opposition to this grading 
system, and students petitioned the University of Alberta to allow students the choice between a 
grade and pass/fail. Introducing pass/fail grading would create a large operational workload and may 
be opposed by students applying for scholarships or other programs, and those who achieved high 
grades. 

5. NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT 

�ƒ The next regular Education Council meeting will be held on April 14, 2020, 3:30-5:30 p.m., via 
videoconference. 

MOTION: THAT Education Council adjourn the March 30, 2020 meeting. 

Moved by N. Coles, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ The meeting was adjourned at 12:53 p.m. 
 
APPROVED AT THE APRIL 14, 2020 EDUCATION COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 
Elle Ting 
Chair, VCC Education Council 
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�ƒ Role of the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC): 

o J. Demeulemeester requested that Education Council, as the appropriate governance body, be 
informed about changes related to education at the same time as the Emergency Operations 
Centre (EOC). E. Ting had requested to be included in EOC meetings to enable her to report back to 
EdCo on these matters. D. Wells will take the request to EOC. 

o It was clarified during the meeting that the EOC deals mostly with operational matters; while this 
group receives high-level information regarding transition to alternate delivery methods, the main 
focus is to track associated costs (e.g., for software licenses) for later reporting to the Ministry. 

o B. Griffiths emphasized that changes impacting education are discussed by the EOC’s Planning 
Group, which already includes T. Rowlatt and E. Ting. The possibility of more frequent meetings 
was raised. 

�ƒ Transitioning to Alternate Delivery Methods and Curriculum Changes: 

o Council acknowledged that changes affecting only the mode of delivery do not require approval by 
Curriculum Committee or Education Council. 

o The question was raised what oversight and quality assurance should look like in the weeks and 
months ahead. T. Rowlatt suggested developing a simplified approval process for curriculum 
changes requiring governance approval (e.g., changes to learning outcomes and evaluation plans).  

o J.-E. Zakoor outlined the current process in the School of Health Sciences. Since students are unable 
to complete their clinicals at this time, departments are working with the CTLR on re-sequencing, in 
consultation with regulatory bodies. Department heads are tracking changes and reporting them to 
the dean. J.-E. Zakoor emphasized that the main focus is on keeping programs running, and voiced 
concern that instructors don’t have the capacity at this time to provide detailed documentation to 
EdCo.  

�ƒ Level of Documentation and Communication Timelines: 

o While there was general agreement on the need for communication with Education Council, there 
were questions around the level of detail required for reporting and documentation, in view of 
continuously changing information and the large number of CRNs starting between now and 
August. A major concern was that requiring detailed documentation would create an 
unmanageable workload for faculty in the current situation.  

o D. Wells noted that advance notice to Curriculum Committee and Education Council may not be 
feasible in many cases. E. Ting and T. Rowlatt agreed that the two-week timeline for informing EdCo 
outlined in the decision note is flexible, and acknowledged that some of the reporting will be 
retroactive. 

�ƒ Suggested Edits to the Decision Note: 

O 
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5. NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT 

�ƒ The next regular Education Council meeting will be held on April 14, 2020, 3:30-5:30 p.m., via 
videoconference. 

MOTION: THAT Education Council adjourn the April 6, 2020 meeting. 

Moved by A. Candela, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ The meeting was adjourned at 12:03 p.m. 
 
APPROVED AT THE APRIL 14, 2020 EDUCATION COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 
Elle Ting 
Chair, VCC Education Council 
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VANCOUVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE EDUCATION COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

April 14, 2020 
3:30–

 Bobbi Mand 
Andrew Candela (Vice Chair) Bonnie Chan 
Ajay Patel (ex officio) Claire Sauvé 
Ali Oliver Dennis Innes 
Brett Griffiths Francesco Barillaro 
Dave McMullen Jennifer Gossen 
David Wells Lindsay Tiemer 
Denise Beerwald Lisa Dillon Edgett 
Heidi Parisotto Marcia Tanaka 
Jessica Yeung Nicole Degagne 
Jo-Ellen Zakoor Pervin Fahim 
John Demeulemeester Phoebe Patigdas 
Julie Gilbert Sara Yuen 
Lucy Griffith Shirley Lew 
Marcus Ng Surinder Aulakh 
Natasha Mandryk Taryn Thomson 
Nona Coles Yulia Gracheva 
Shane McGowan 
Sukhman Jot Singh 
Todd Rowlatt 
Regrets Recording Secretary 
Lisa Hunter Darija Rabadzija 

1. CALL TO ORDER

�ƒ The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m. The meeting was conducted via videoconference.

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

�ƒ E. Ting acknowledged that the meeting is being held on the traditional unceded territory of the
S��w�Æ�Z�Á�·

 

4. APPROVE PAST MINUTES

MOTION: THAT Education Council 
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5. ENQUIRIES & CORRESPONDENCE 

�ƒ E. Ting reported that the May 25 Academic Governance Council (AGC) meeting, which VCC was 
supposed to host, will take place via videoconference. Education Council members are encouraged to 
send E. Ting any questions they would like to bring forward for discussion. 

�ƒ Following up on the discussion at Education Council about pass/fail grading, E. Ting reported that the 
AGC informally surveyed its member institutions on this question. None of the institutions that 
responded introduced pass/fail grading; one institution had not made a final decision. 

6. BUSINESS ARISING 

a) COVID-19 Response 

�ƒ A. Patel provided an overview of measures in response to the COVID-19 pandemic at the federal and 
provincial levels. Post-secondary institutions were classified as non-health essential services and 
received ministry directives to remain open, providing alternative ways of delivery to ensure 
continuity of learning. At a recent visit to VCC, the minister called upon the post-secondary sector to 
“rebuild a collective future.” Following ministry guidelines, VCC campuses remain open, with added 
security, and public-facing services are suspended.  
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�ƒ D. Wells and B. Griffiths presented the updated Academic Plan, which includes some additional 
information from the CAD/BIM department.  

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Curriculum Committee 

i) Program Update: Dental Technology Sciences Diploma 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve, in the form presented at this meeting, 
revisions to the admission requirements for the Dental Technology 
Sciences Diploma program. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ T. Rowlatt presented the proposal to remove the admission requirement of a credential review by the 
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diploma program. T. Rowlatt added that all changes requested by Curriculum Committee were 
completed. 

v) Program Update: Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) Short Certificate 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve, in the form presented at this meeting, 
the revised Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) Short 
Certificate program content guide and five (5) new courses: TESO 1246, 
1247, 1248, 1249 and 1251, and recommend the Board of Governors 
approve the credential. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ S. Yuen and F. Barillaro presented the TESOL program redesign, based on recommendations arising 
from the 2018/19 renewal following the program’s suspension in 2018. Following one of the main 
recommendations, the program will be moved into the School of Instructor Education (SIE). The TESOL 
program will be delivered in two levels, corresponding with TESL Canada’s Standards 1 and 2. The 
currently proposed TESOL Certificate program represents level 1.  

�ƒ T. Rowlatt noted that the proposal in its current form does not meet VCC policy requirements or 
ministry guidelines for a certificate credential, but would qualify as a short certificate. The curriculum 
developers and S. Lew voiced concern about a competitive disadvantage if VCC offers a short 
certificate, since comparable offerings by other institutions across Canada are marketed as certificate 
programs. 

�ƒ D. Wells recommended revie
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9. CHAIR REPORT 

�ƒ E. Ting welcomed new Education Council staff representatives A. Oliver and S. McGowan; faculty 
representative J. Gilbert; and student representatives J. Yeung, S. Singh, M. Ng, and L. Hunter.  

10. STUDENT REPORT 

�ƒ P. Patigdas reported that the SUVCC office is closed, and all in-person services are suspended. SUVCC 
staff are working remotely, and the Board of Directors is meeting regularly to address students’ 
concerns. Work is being done to move campus life initiatives and events to social media. SUVCC is 
continuing its advocacy related to financial assistance and programming, especially for international 
students. D. McMullen added that an agreement was reached with TransLink to temporarily suspend 
U-Pass BC as of May, and there are discussions about potential refunds for April.   

11. NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT 

�ƒ The next Education Council meeting will be held on May 12, 2020, 3:30-5:30 p.m. 

MOTION: THAT Education Council adjourn the April 14, 2020 meeting. 

Moved by A. Candela, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ The meeting was adjourned at 5:46 p.m. 

 

APPROVED AT THE MAY 12, 2020 EDUCATION COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 
Elle Ting 
Chair, VCC Education Council 
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6. BUSINESS ARISING 

a) Concept Paper: Information Technology Operations, Administration, and Security 

�ƒ S. Khullar and C. Sauv
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d) Curriculum Changes during COVID-19 Pandemic 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve the provisional process for curriculum 
changes necessitated by the COVID-19 pandemic outlined in the decision 
note. 

Moved by A. Candela, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ E. Ting presented the updated decision note, which was previously discussed at Education Council in 
April. A working group was formed to revise the note and address concerns regarding the date and 
level of detail required for reporting. The process now focuses on different types of curriculum 
changes and outlines two pathways; the first pathway addresses changes driven by the need to 
transition to alternative delivery, while the second pathway focuses on learning outcomes and 
substantial completion.  

e) Annual Update/Report: Deans and Directors 

�ƒ Deans and Directors presented their departments’ accomplishments from 2019/20 and priorities for 
2020/21. Presentations were made by C. Munro, Dean of Indigenous Initiatives, and J. Shin, Associate 
Vice President Student Success.  

�ƒ C. Munro expressed gratitude for the opportunity to work on the traditional unceded territory of the 
S��w�Æ�Zwú7mesh Úxwumixw (Squamish), �Æ	N�u�/�}�l	N�/�Ç�A�/m (Musqueam) and Tsleil-Waututh peoples, and 
acknowledged his Métis ancestors, before providing an overview of Indigenous Education and 
Community Engagement. Responding to questions, he noted that the College has increased the 
number of Elders to four in order to provide more support to students at the Downtown and 
Broadway campuses. Currently, Elders are available remotely via Zoom. There was a discussion of 
specific barriers for Indigenous students during the COVID-19 pandemic, such as access to technology, 
and available financial and other supports.  

�ƒ J. Shin provided information on resources for students available during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Student Success is planning on offering another workshop in collaboration with JIBC on supporting 
students with disabilities in the future; the companion website (https://sswd.jibc.ca/) provides 
valuable information. 

f) Aegrotat Grade 

�ƒ D. McMullen provided an update on the implementation of the aegrotat grade, which was recently 
added to policy C.1.1. Grading, Progression and Withdrawal (approved by Education Council on 
March 30, 2020). An information note was distributed to Education Council members before the 
meeting. 

�ƒ After testing in Banner, it was deemed not feasible to display both a grade and an aegrotat notation, 
so the transcript will show “AEG” in place of a letter grade. Credit will still be earned, and the “AEG” 
grade notation will still have no effect on the student’s GPA. D. McMullen clarified that the “AEG” 
grade notation will only be available for letter-graded courses, not for courses graded Satisfactory/ 
Unsatisfactory, apprenticeship courses or PLAR courses. (The information note 
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�ƒ S. Ivits presented the proposal for this new self-paced Basic Education mathematics review course. The 
current assessment process at intake often results in students being placed too low in one of the six 
Basic Education math levels, since students may have gaps in a few areas, but are ready for a higher 
level in other skills. This new course addresses this issue by allowing students to create a self-directed 
path to identify and address their unique learning gaps before placement in a math level. CD Funds 
were received to move some components online.  

�ƒ T. Rowlatt added that Curriculum Committee praised the approach taken to support student success. 
One minor change was requested and completed.  

ii) Graphic Design Diploma Program: Second Year Curriculum 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve, with the approval of the students in the 
cohort, the use of the new second year program for the Graphic Design 
Diploma program cohort that began in September 2019. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt
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VANCOUVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE EDUCATION COUNCIL  
MEETING MINUTES 

June 9, 2020 
3:30–5:30 p.m., Videoconference 

 
ATTENDANCE 

Education Council Members  Guests 
Elle Ting (Chair)  Andy Sellwood 
Andrew Candela (Vice-Chair)  Bonnie Chan 
Ali Oliver  Claire Sauvé 
Brett Griffiths  Deirdre Duncan 
Dave McMullen  Jacqueline Harrison 
David Wells  Jennifer Gossen 
Denise Beerwald  Jennifer Kelly 
Jessica Yeung  Karin Jones 
Jo-Ellen Zakoor  Nicole Degagne 
John Demeulemeester  Phoebe Patigdas 
Lisa Hunter  Ruth Klann 
Lucy Griffith  Shirley Lew 
Marcus Ng  Sid Khullar 
Natasha Mandryk  Tanis Sawkins 
Nona Coles  Yulia Gracheva 
Todd Rowlatt   
Regrets  Recording Secretary 
Heidi Parisotto  Darija Rabadzija 
Julie Gilbert   
Shane McGowan   
Sukhmanjot Singh   

 
1. CALL TO O S��w�Æ�Z �/�}�l	N�/�Ç�A�/m (Musqueam) and Tsleil-Waututh peoples. 

3. ADOPT AGENDA 

MOTION: THAT Education Council adopt the June 9, 2020 agenda as presented.  

Moved by B. Griffiths, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

4. APPROVE PAST MINUTES 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve the May 12, 2020 minutes as presented. 

Moved by D. Beerwald, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

5. ENQUIRIES & CORRESPONDENCE 

�ƒ E. Ting forwarded an enquiry from VCC’s Elections Committee to the Academic Governance Council, 
regarding electronic signatures on nomination forms for the fall elections.  
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6. BUSINESS ARISING 

a) Contract Training Update 

�ƒ T. Sawkins presented the annual update on non-base funded contracts. Similar to previous years, the 
Partnership Development Office (PDO) held most of the contracts, followed by the School of 
Instructor Education (SIE). Funders include the Ministry of Advanced Education, Skills & Training, 
private companies, and the VCC Foundation.  

�ƒ Responding to questions, T. Sawkins 
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d) Elections 

�ƒ D. McMullen conducted the elections to fill vacancies due to A. Candela’s educational leave starting in 
September.  

i) Education Council Vice-Chair 

�ƒ L. Griffith nominated N. Mandryk. Nomination accepted. 

Second call for nominations: L. Hunter nominated M. Ng; since M. Ng had left the meeting, he could 
not accept the nomination. 

Third call for nominations: there were none. 

By acclamation, N. Mandryk was announced Vice-Chair of Education Council. 

ii) Education Policy Committee Chair 

�ƒ A. Candela nominated N. Mandryk. Nomination accepted. 

Second and third call for nominations: there were none. 

By acclamation, N. Mandryk was announced Chair of Education Policy Committee. 

iii) Education Council Executive Member 

�ƒ N. Mandryk’s election as Vice-Chair created a vacancy on the Education Council Executive. 

A. Candela nominated T. Rowlatt. Nomination accepted. 

Second and third call for nominations: there were none. 

By acclamation, T. Rowlatt was announced member of the Executive Committee of Education Council. 

D. McMullen thanked A. Candela for his work and congratulated the newly elected members. 

e) Planning Day Discussion 

�ƒ E. Ting reported that the EdCo Executive decided to postpone the June EdCo Planning Day until late 
September, with a regular second Planning Day in late November. Suggested topics included work-
integrated learning (WIL), Indigenization and decolonisation, Academic Master Plan, Strategic 
Innovation Plan, and review of the move to online learning due to COVID-19, including best practices 
around online training and services. E. Ting invited members to forward other suggestions.  

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Curriculum Committee 

i) Program Update: Associate of Arts 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve, in the form presented at this meeting, 
revisions to the Associate of Arts Degree program content guide.   

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ T. Rowlatt presented the proposed revisions to 
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iii) First–Year UT Course Updates: CMPT 1010 & CMPT 1020, PHYS 1100 & 1170 & 1200,  
SCIE 1100 & 1110 & 1151 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve, in the form presented at this meeting, 
revisions to the following eight (8) Science courses: CMPT 1010, CMPT 
1020, PHYS 1100, PHYS 1170, PHYS 1200, SCIE 1100, SCIE 1110, and SCIE 
1151. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ J. Kelly presented the proposed revisions, which bring the courses in alignment with the Common 
First-Year Engineering Curriculum agreement recently signed by VCC. This will allow students to 
transfer to the University of British Columbia, University of Victoria, University of Northern British 
Columbia



VCC Education Council Meeting Minutes  Page 5 of 6 
June 9, 2020 

vi)  New Program: IT Operations Professional Certificate 

MOTION: 
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d) Education Quality Committee 

i) CD Funds 

�ƒ T. Rowlatt provided an update on CD Funds. Several originally funded projects cannot move forward 
at this time, and program renewals were cancelled for this year. Committee met in May to reallocate 
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b) Academic Master Plan Update 

�ƒ D. Wells provided an update in the context of the College’s shift from the Integrated College Plan (ICP) 
to the Academic Master Plan (AMP) and Strategic Innovation Plan (SIP). The Academic Master Plan 
falls within the SIP’s key priority of “Building programs of the future.” The AMP’s structure is broken 
down into high-level priority goals; long-term objectives (based on broad categories from the ICP); 
and short-term objectives with a 1–3-year timeframe. All (academic) categories from the ICP were 
retained in the document. The overall planning process for departments is not expected to change.  

�ƒ Some examples of short-term objectives include creating an Indigenization Planning Framework 
(Prioritize diverse ways of being) and establishing an Admissions, Assessment & Recognition Working 
Group related to student admission and PLAR (Democratize the acquisition of knowledge, skills, and 
competencies). Other objectives focus on microcredentials and badging (Create alternative pathways 
to competencies); online/blended delivery and partnerships (Ensure platform agnostic learning); and 
Work-Integrated Learning (WIL). 

�ƒ The development of the AMP included discussions at Leaders’ Forum before COVID-19, as well as 
wider engagement through an online feedback tool. There are plans to resume engagement at 
Leaders’ Forum and more broadly across the College. Education Council was invited to provide 
feedback; questions or comments can be sent to D. Wells. 

c) Education Council Elections 

�ƒ D. McMullen announced the upcoming Education Council elections. Due to the remote working and 
learning environment, paper forms will be replaced with fillable PDF forms. Forms will be available on 
myVCC and need to be submitted to elections@vcc.ca; specific instructions will be provided later this 
week. The elections announcement will be communicated widely to students via posters, emails, and 
social media. 

d) Curriculum Changes during COVID-19 

�ƒ Following up on EdCo’s approval in May of a provisional process for curriculum changes due to COVID-
19, E. Ting announced that a spreadsheet was drafted for deans and departments to report these 
changes to EdCo. Feedback was requested from deans on the draft spreadsheet, and the final version 
provided on August 10. While there is no specific reporting deadline, E. Ting asked deans to share the 
document with their departments to populate the information. 

�ƒ D. McMullen reported that the timeline for accepting the Duolingo English Test as an option for 
demonstrating English Language Proficiency was extended. Originally approved in March as a pilot for 
admission to the 2020/21 year, the lack of an alternative test makes it necessary to continue 
accepting Duolingo; International Education is already admitting students for September 2021. This 
decision will be revisited once IELTS testing becomes available again.  

e) EdCo Meeting Schedule 2021 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve the 2021 Education Council Meeting 
Schedule as presented. 

Moved by N. Mandryk, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Curriculum Committee 

i) Consent Resolution:  
�x New Course: COMP 0300 
�x Program Update: First-year University Transfer Engineering Certificate 
�x Program Update: Steel Construction Modelling Technician Certificate 

mailto:elections@vcc.ca
https://employee.vcc.ca/college/newsevents/news/news-items/curriculum-changes-during-the-covid-19-pandemic.html
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�ƒ These curriculum proposals were included for the record; they were approved via consent resolution 
(effective June 24, 2020). 

ii) Course Update: MUSC 3117 Creative Music Improvisation 1 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve, in the form presented at this meeting, 
revisions to the MUSC 3117 Creative Music Improvisation 1 course outline. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ T. Rowlatt presented the proposed revisions to include PLAR (Prior Learning Assessment & 
Recognition). While PLAR has informally been available for several Music courses, the formal update 
of this course was required to allow a current student to graduate. The entire Bachelor of Applied 
Music curriculum is currently being revised. 
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vi)  Program and Course Deactivations: Administrative Assistant Certificate 

�ƒ T
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6. BUSINESS ARISING 

a) Online Experience Student Survey 

�ƒ D. Wells presented results from the survey conducted in July (previously presented to Education 
Quality Committee). The goal was to evaluate students’ level of comfort and preparedness for online 
learning, and to identify key concerns and barriers. Questions built on surveys at other institutions, as 
well as a previous survey conducted by VCC’s Student Success area to identify which devices students 
have available to access online content. The survey response rate was about 18%. It was noted that 
this survey is separate from course evaluations. 

�ƒ A follow-up survey is planned for the Winter Term (January/February) to capture changes after 
students have completed a full term of online instruction, and instructors have had additional support 
from the CTLR and its online learning developers & leaders. D. Wells invited feedback to refine 
questions for the next survey in order to identify the priorities of VCC students in more detail. The 
plan is to gather data on student demographics and different schools/program areas going forward.  

qs
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d) Program Discontinuance: Interior Design Certificate 

MOTION: 
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ii) New Program: Accounting Diploma 

MOTION: THAT Education Council provisionally approve, in the form presented at 
this meeting, the curriculum for the Accounting Diploma program, 
including nine new courses, and recommend the Board of Governors 
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(Chair) Adrian Lipsett 
Natasha Mandryk (Vice-Chair) Bonnie Chan 
Ajay Patel (ex officio) Dee Duncan 
Blair McLean Dennis Innes 
Brett Griffiths Ian Humphreys 
Dave McMullen Jennifer Gossen 
David Wells Keith Mew 
Heidi Parisotto Lisa Beveridge 
Jo-Ellen Zakoor Louise Dannhauer 
John Demeulemeester Pervin Fahim 
Julie Gilbert Phoebe Patigdas 
Lucy Griffith Reba Noel 
Marcus Ng Ria Salonga 
Natasha (Student Representative) Taryn Thomson 
Sarah Kay Yulia Gracheva 
Shantel Ivits 
Todd Rowlatt 
Regrets Recording Secretary 
Ali Oliver Darija Rabadzija 
Julia Skye Summers 
Shane McGowan 

1. CALL TO ORDER

�ƒ The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m.

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

�ƒ E. Ting acknowledged that the meeting is being held on the traditional unceded territory of the
S��w�Æ�Z�Á�·�ó�u���•�Z���j�Æ�Á�µ�u�]�Æ�Á���~�^�‹�µ���u�]�•�Z�•�U���Æ	N�u�/�}�l	N�/�Ç�A�/m (Musqueam) and Tsleil-Waututh peoples.

�ƒ E. Ting welcomed new EdCo faculty representatives S. Kay, B. McLean and S. Ivits; student
representatives J. Summers and Natasha; and returning members J. Demeulemeester, M. Ng and
N.Mandryk.

3. ADOPT AGENDA

MOTION: THAT Education Council adopt the November 10, 2020 agenda as
presented.  

Moved by L. Griffith, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

4. APPROVE PAST MINUTES

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve the October 13, 2020 minutes as
presented. 
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�ƒ Responding to questions, A. Patel and I. Humphreys clarified that, while long-term leases are 
preferred over the sale of land, either option is possible, depending on the amount of funds raised. 
Any decision on disposal of land (either lease or sale) must be approved by the Ministry of Finance.  

�ƒ There was a discussion about poor utilization of current campus spaces, as well as the importance of 
incorporating new technologies into the design of new spaces to support future programming. There 
will be conversations and engagement with the College community on these issues, and trade-offs 
will be required. 

�ƒ The question was raised whether the College is exploring federal research funding (e.g., Technology 
Access Centres Grants through NSERC). At this point, the College is not seeking federal funding; the 
current focus is on obtaining provincial support as a first step. 

b) Concept Paper: Health Care Assistant Diploma (International Cohort) 

�ƒ L. Beveridge presented the concept paper for this new 2-year diploma program, unique in B.C., 
designed for international students looking to work in the Canadian health care sector. The program 
combines the existing Health Care Assistant (HCA) Certificate curriculum with enhanced training in 
interpersonal communication, intercultural awareness, and information technology. Graduates will 
qualify for a three-year postgraduate work permit, allowing them to complete the 600 hours of work 
experience required to enter VCC’s Access to Practical Nursing program. The work permit is a 
pathway to permanent residency in Canada and a requirement for international students to qualify 
for a BC Care Aide Registry number, which is required for work in public care institutions. 

�ƒ The BC Care Aide Registry supports this program, which addresses the gap in qualified HCAs resulting 
from increased demand due to demographic change and the COVID-19 pandemic, coupled with 
declining domestic enrolment. The government is working on a pilot project to increase domestic 
enrolment. VCC has sufficient capacity to run full domestic and international cohorts. 

�ƒ There was a longer discussion about differences between the domestic certificate and the extended 
international diploma program. There are considerations to incorporate some of the additional 
content, e.g. in information technology, into the domestic program. Other components added to the 
diploma are microcredentials that would typically be completed in advance as admission 
requirements (e.g. CPR training, FOODSAFE). It was emphasized that the core curriculum is articulated 
and identical for 
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structure was maintained for international students. The current proposal is to return to the 8-month 
model for domestic students, based on faculty and student feedback after one term was taught in the 
new structure. The foundational skills taught in the first four months have not proven sufficient to 
qualify graduates for employment. The only proposed change is to remove the term “international” 
from the program name and program content guide. 
(D. McMullen left the meeting at 5:30 p.m.) 

iv) New Program: Nail Technology Certificate 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve, in the form presented at this meeting, 
the curriculum for the new Nail Technology Certificate program, and 
recommend the Board of Governors approve the credential and 
implementation of the program. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ T. Rowlatt presented the proposal for this new program in the in-demand area of nail technology. The 
program consists of two courses; students with requisite experience or those who have completed 
VCC’s Esthetics and Spa Therapy Certificate program can register directly in the second course. 
Curriculum Committee requested clarification of Prior Learning Assessment & Recognition (PLAR); 
requested edits were completed. 

v) New Program: Automotive Collision and Refinishing Foundation Certificate &  

vi) New Program: Automotive Collision and Refinishing Foundation Certificate (E-pprentice) 

MOTION: 
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(High School Cohort) and Auto Refinishing Prep Technician Certificate), and 
29 courses. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 



VCC Education Council Meeting Minutes  Page 7 of 7 
November 10, 2020 

11. NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT 

�ƒ EdCo Planning Day will take place on November 20, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. The next regular Education 
Council meeting will be held on December 8, 2020, 3:30-5:30 p.m. 

MOTION: THAT Education Council adjourn the November 10, 2020 meeting. 

Moved by B. Griffiths, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ The meeting was adjourned at 5:43 p.m. 

 
APPROVED AT THE DECEMBER 8, 2020 EDUCATION COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
Elle Ting 
Chair, VCC Education Council 





https://employee.vcc.ca/departments/administration/vice-president-academic/planning/




https://www.funditfixit.ca/action



