
VCC Education Council Meeting Minutes  Page 1 of 6 
April 13, 2021 

 

 

VANCOUVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE EDUCATION COUNCIL  
MEETING MINUTES 

April 13, 2021 
3:30–5:30 p.m., Videoconference 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Education Council Members  Guests 
Elle Ting (Chair)  Adrian Lipsett 
Natasha Mandryk (Vice-Chair)  Andy Sellwood 
Ali Oliver  Dave Stevenson 
Brett Griffiths  Dennis Innes 
Dave McMullen  Fred MacDonald 
David Wells  



VCC Education Council Meeting Minutes  Page 2 of 6 
April 13, 2021 

6. BUSINESS ARISING 

a) Duolingo Update 

 D. McMullen presented data on the Duolingo English Test, which was adopted as an alternative English 
Language Proficiency (ELP) assessment at the beginning of the pandemic in March 2020. It was 
emphasized that this data is preliminary; the amount of information is limited at this point, since 
international students take the test a year in advance, and progression data for these students is not 
yet available. 

 Some additional data collected to compare test scores and student success 
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d) Online Learning Agreement Update 

 S. Lew and A. Sellwood presented an amendment to the online learning agreement to address 
situations in the online environment in which a student appears to be in distress. Language was 
developed in consultation with Director of Safety, Security and Risk Management, S. Aulakh, and 
Student Conduct & Judicial Affairs Officer D. Stevenson to reflect the College’s duty of care. Students 
will be asked to provide their address and emergency contact information to the instructor at the 
beginning of the course, allowing instructors to notify an appropriate first responder, should a student 
appear in distress. The cover letter for instructors with guidance on this agreement will be updated 
accordingly.   

 There was a longer discussion about the logistics of data collection and potential privacy concerns by 
students. It was clarified that instructors would ask students for their information at the beginning of a 
course, not in every class; it is ultimately the student’s decision whether to provide this data.   

 A major concern was raised about the impact of “wellness checks” on BIPOC students; clear guidance 
would need to be provided to instructors on when to alert 
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ii) Program Update: Dental Technology Sciences Diploma 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve, in the form presented at this meeting, 
the program content guide, 16 revised and 5 new course outlines for the 
Dental Technology Sciences Diploma program. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

 K. Izumi presented proposed major revisions to align the program with the new National Essential 
Competencies for Dental Technology Practice (adopted in December 2019), as well as technological 
changes in the field, and the expanded scope of practice. Changes included aligning evaluations and 
adding required digital components. New courses were created, mostly on digital technology and 
laboratory patient care; the total number of credits remained unchanged. The proposal was reviewed 
at two Curriculum Committee meetings, and recommended changes were completed. Committee 
commended K. Izumi and J. Gilbert for their work.   

b) Policy Committee 

i) D.4.3 Student Non-Academic Conduct 

MOTION: THAT Education Council recommends the Board of Governors approve, in 
the form presented at this meeting, D.4.3 Student Non-Academic Conduct 
policy and procedures. 

Moved by N. Mandryk, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

 N. Mandryk presented the policy and procedures, which were posted for a second round of 
community feedback, in tandem with policy D.4.5 (item 7bii). One comment was received, suggesting 
defining “Indigenous” to clarify whether the policy refers to the Indigenous peoples of Canada 
(Aboriginal, First Nations, Métis, and Inuit) or to all Indigenous peoples. Committee felt this was not 
within its purview, but a definition developed as part of the College’s work towards Indigenization 
could by added at a later time. IECE suggested language around acknowledging Indigenous and 
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o Minor offence: add back the option to assign a grade of “0”; otherwise, assigning a “0” to even a 
minor assignment would require involvement of the dean. Committee had originally removed this 
option in the context of informal resolutions, as these are not appealable; however, there is now 
a clear distinction between informal resolution and formal resolution of a minor offence (which is 
appealable).  
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9. CHAIR REPORT 

 E. Ting reported that the Board of Governors approved the Enrolment Plan 2021/22, Academic Plan 


